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An Answer to Mark Twain



E. D. MOREL

Secretary
of the
Congo Reform Association.

« The absclute and immediate
necessities are the disruption of
the Congo Free State and its par-
tition among the Powers. »

GUY BURROWS

« The vast basin of the Congo
readily lends itself to a scheme of
partition among the Powers. The
British frontier could be made to
followthe waters of the Congoalong
its entire length from the point
where the Lukungu takes its waters
from Tanganika to the present
Portugese frontier below Matadi. -

Suggested Partition of the Congo State.
. to England.
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*“ The absolute and immediate necessities are
the disruption of the @ongo Free State and its
partition among the Powers. ”

(The Congo Reform Association’s Secretary.)




An Answer to Mark Twain

Two years ago, an infamous libel against the Congo
State was published in America under the title of
« King Leopold’ s Soliloquy ». It was somewhat sur-
prising to find the publication bearing Mark Twain's
signature as one would scarcely have expected an
author of such past reputation to lend his hand to an
ugly piece of work of this description.

As the pamphlet met with no success in America,
the issue of a second edition, with several additions by
the secretary of the Congo Reform Association, was
undertaken. This edition, apparently better prepared,
was to serve for the English public.

No Belgian would take the trouble of discussing
such filthy work. According to this book, all'\ the
Belgians who are in the Congo under the direction of
their King, are nothing but vile murderers shedding
the blood of the natives in order to ring rubber out of
them. Every pound ot rubber, writes Mark Twain.
costs a rape, a mutilation or alife. And the lies and
slanders are accumulated and, as stated by Mark
Twain — the only true thing in his soliloquy — « they
« slander and still slander. »

The natives are illtreated and overtaxed. A lie! The
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natives are mutilated by the State. A lie! The State
provides nothing for the country. A lie! The State
establishes a worse form of slavery right in Africa. »
A lie !

Truth shines forth in the following pages, which
summarily show what the Congo State is - not the hell
as depicted by a morbid mind — but a country which
twenty y-ars ago was steeped in the most abject
barbary and which to-day is bora to civilisation and
progress.

No soliloquy will prevail against the real state of
things in the Congo, no more than a soliloquy attri-
buted, for instance, to King Edward VII would,
minimise the great things accomplished by the Bri-
tish in India.

« Iam truly grieved », Mark Twain might have
the King of England say, « atall the bad news which
» reaches me from Calcutta. The Hindus now find
» that the British rule is not the best in the world.
» They are going about preaching sedition, talking
» about = overtaxation, forced labour, exaggerated
» water rate, as if the first consideration is not, as
» stated by my Minister Mr. Morley that « British
» rulz shall continue, ought to continue and must
» continue. » There is, it appears, some starvation...
» There still scems to be much room for improve-
» ment in the public medical service, judging from
» the number of deaths due to the plague, which
» was 642.000 in the first four months of this year,
» Or, say 2.500.000 deaths for the year. The people,
» I very much regret, complain that the Government
» is compelled to deport them or to imprison them
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» without a trial. Circumstances, as Mark Twain
» says, render this discipline necessary. »

We are far from holding the British administration
responsible for these seditious movements and high
death rate. Fairness commands us to consider, in all

“human work, not the details, but the general state

of things, and no serious man will ever think of
» definitively condemning the British administration
» in India, without allowing time to carry out the
» reforms, which, it is stated, are contemplated.

It 1s somewhat surprising to find Mark Twain
glorifying the laziness of the natives in the Congo,
this laziness which is sacred in his opinion, but which
in ours is the mother of all vices and the cause of the
misfortune of the African race which can only be
regenerated by work.

Mark Twain's sympathy is exclusively extended
to the Congo natives. He is not in the least inte-
rested in a better understanding between blacks
and whites in the United - States, he takes no inte-
rest in the people of India who are clamouring for
more freedom, nor in the Egyptians who are claiming
self-government, nor in the natives of the British
colonies.

The fact is, that the Congo Retorm Association,
of which Mark Twain is the mouth-piece, is not
in quest of the happiness ot the negroes; but is
simply endeavouring, by all possible means; to
overthrow the Congo Government, and with this
object in view, has set up a tabric ot imaginary
crimes and lies, in the hope, by dint of slander,
to reach its distinctly revolutionary ends.



KING LEOPOLD TAXES HIS STOLEN NATION BUT

Léopoldville — The Railway Station

An Intermediate Station

THE LOWER-

&« The old caravan route was flanked with the graves of carriers
and of whites who fell by the way and diseases were developed by



PROVIDES NOTHING IN RETURN (Mark Twain) 9

A Bridge on the Railway

Another Bridge

CONGO RAILWAY

the journey. Now many sufferings are avoided. »
|Edgard W. Geil, American travellepr.)
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KING LEOPOLD TAXES HIS'STOLEN NATION BUT

The Line under Construction

Temporary Bridge in course of erection

THE UPPER-

2,000 miles in

&« The route way is a fine piece of work. it will certainly bz a
most important factor in opening up the country. The workma2an on



